
VILLAGE OF MONTFORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMUNITY BUILDING, 102 E. PARK STREET, MONTFORT, WI 53569 
April 19, 2023 7:00 P.M

APPROVED MINUTES

Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Chuck Piper.

Roll call: all were present Pat Raimer, Don Pluemer, Shawn Merkle, Patty Koestler, Holly Witzig, Ryan Pilling and newest board member elected Jonathon Shumacher.

Open Meeting Law compliance check: Agenda was posted April 13, 2023 at the Community Building, Montfort Post Office, Mills Market and at www.villageofmontfort.com.
Motion by Patty Koestler and a second by Ryan Pilling for approval of agenda.

Motion by Shawn Merkle and a second by Donald Pluemer to Open meeting to public comments: Gary Anderson asked if we were aware of a tree cut down at the ball park.   Public works approved for the tree to be cut down. 
Police Officer Report: On file   Comments were heard that the flashing lights seem to be effective and noticeable as people seem to be slowing down.
Fire Dept Report – Doug Bartow advised that the Woodland Grant was received from DNR.   Several area fire departments go in together and Montfort’s portion of the grant was $894.23  He gave an update on the mutual aid the county has been working on.  It is at Woods Law firm.  Once it is sent to the Grant County Fire Assc. they will send it out the to the municipalities to approve.  Hoping it will be May or June. He mentioned that the sealcoat seems to be gone by the fire station.   Public works will have it looked at by Scotts.   He inquired about if the village was going to pay $5000 towards the power washer.  It was in the bills for approval as it was presented to be paid after last meeting.
Maintenance report. Public workers director-Todd Griffiths explained with the new PFAS testing that it will cost $1800 to $2400 for testing.  The amount will vary based on the test results.  

Midwest Concrete will fix the sidewalk by the Post Office when they are in town pouring a basement.  They have requested quotes for fixing the salt shop concrete and removing the curb there so they do not have to jump over it to get to the salt shed.  Once they have the bids, board will review as that is the next street to be reworked after the current project.

We have sent an email to all the clerklist and had 3 town/villages interested in our old truck.  Public works will post on Facebook, check with Mount Horeb Truck Parts(Jakub Spurley) and Clifton Township to see if they are interested in it before taking it to Wisconsin Surplus Action in Mount Horeb.
Ritchies have advised it will be $1,000-3,000 to trade in the skid steer.  Todd will get a quote from Sloan’s.  This will be tabled until next meeting.

Public works will get 2 quotes for sealcoating and report the next board meeting.

 New Business

 Chuck Piper was reelected as president along with Pat Raimer and Ryan Pilling as trustees.  Newly             elected was Jonathon Schumacher as trustee at the April 4th election and have taken their oath.  
 Patty Koestler was thanked for her many years of service on the board.  .  

Josh Klaas was present from the VFW to ask for a picnic license, temporary bar tenders license and address the board about closing streets for Big Days to address safety concerns.  A motion was made by Pat, second by Shawn to approve the picnic license, approve 2 temporary bartenders license (Josh Klaas and Jonathon Schumacher) and to close Maple Street from Wisconsin to Johnson Street Friday through Sunday and close Johnson Street from Tim Jamieson's house to Maple Street during the chicken barbeque on Sunday.  Motion carried with Jonathon Schumacher abstained. 

Bob Jelinek from Badger Pool meet with Todd, Casey, Chuck, Kayla, Don P. and Julie Hawes to review the pool pump, deck and mechanics.    Overall, the pool was in good condition but he did recommend to resurface the pool in the fall.  He will send the recommendations in the next week, but the check valve will need to be replaced.
Montfort Improvement Committee (MIC) presented their partnership proposal to the board.  They requested our village permission before proceeding with the 501c application and fundraising.   Jonathon Schumacher made a motion for MIC to get their 501c and move forward with fundraising.  MIC would have their own bank account.   It would not go through the village.  Shawn offered a second.  Motion passed.   MIC asked about the status of the pool opening in the future.   This will be discussed in October during budget planning.

Board reviewed the concern about foxes living outside a home in the village limits.  Board advised to send a letter to the resident to make them aware of it as they do not live in the house.
Committees were discussed and the new board member will replace the outgoing board member on the committees.  Ryan Pilling will need to be removed from the Zoning committee as he was on the committee as a resident not a board member.  We will need 2 new members.   Julie Pluemer will become the chairperson.
President report presented by Chuck Piper.  He has reviewed the blueprints of the community building and would like to ask the UW Platteville Engineering to review how to expand the library and make the village office on the first floor.   This was tabled until October meeting so it can be budgeted for.  Chuck will inquire with UW Platteville would the costs would be.

After reviewing the bids from Ingersol, H&N and Upman Heating for furnace and/or add ductwork to convert the library heating to natural gas versus electric.  Don made a motion to accept Ingersol’s bid to replace with a 1 stage furnace using the 1-time lifetime warranty no warranty on the new furnace and to put in ductwork for the library ($4000).  Pat offered a second.   Motion carried.
In the past there was a flag hanging in the stairwell to the office.  It was removed and we need a replacement flag.  Jonathon Schumacher offered to have the VFW donate the flag.   The gift was accepted from the VFW.

We received a 5 year lease with an option to extend 5 years from the US Post Office.   After reviewing and discussing the previous lease to the new lease, Pat made a motion to accept the lease with Don offering a second.   Motion passed with Pat Raimer abstained

We received a request from Iowa County review a land change proposal from J. Clifton that was within 1.5 miles of the village limits.  Pat made a motion to approve the J Clifton CSM request with Ryan Pilling offering a second.  Motion carried.

2023-1 Board of Review Ordinance was tabled until next meeting.   Kayla will confirm with Gardiner that board of review is at night.

Ryan Pilling made a motion to approve the 3-15-23 board of trustees meeting and table the 4-17-23 pool committee meeting until next month.  Shawn offered a second.   Motion carried.
Librarian report on file.  Shawn commented that things continue to go well with the library.
Clerk report 

The April 4th election had 222 residents voting.   It went  very well, but we need additional poll workers as for on call.   

Dog license are overdue.   Emails or letters were sent advising residents their dog license is late.   As of today, we 36 outstanding licenses based on last year’s dog license list. 

Grant County Economic meeting will be held 4-26.  Let me know if you want to attend.  

Website updated about yard clean up.   Many comments on social media.   Public works will pick up small barrels, tubs, picks, totes…..Plastic bags cannot be accepted.   Residents can use bags, but hey must be bio degradable.  The Village does not require that they be purchased at the village office for $1.  

Fire calls to fireman/ems or village are not charged a fee.  

Village Website had 1216 page views.  

Village clean up days are planned for Saturday, June 10th.  This date has been the traditional date as it allows residents to bring items to the village shop to dispose of.   We will post the amounts to be collected for items we are charge for.
Motion by Ryan Pilling and a second by Holly Witzig to approve General Bills, Water, & Sewer & Auto Pays as presented. Roll call vote taken with Chuck, Pat, Don, Patty, Shawn and Ryan voting yes. No objections. Motion passed.

Motion by Holly Witzig and a second by Pat Raimer to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.

Minutes Posted on: 03-22-2023 – Village Website, Mills Market, Community Building, and Montfort Post Office. Kayla D. Spurley - Village Clerk/Treasurer

