


VILLAGE OF MONTFORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
COMMUNITY BUILDING, 102 E. PARK STREET, MONTFORT, WI 53569  
NOVEMBER 15, 2023 7:00 P.M 
UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:32.m. by President Chuck Piper. 
Roll call: all were present Pat Raimer, Don Pluemer, Holly Witzig, Ryan Pilling & Jonathon Schumacher and Shawn Merkle.
Open Meeting Law compliance check: Agenda was posted November 9, 2023 at the Community Building, Montfort Post Office, Mills Market and at www.villageofmontfort.com. 
Motion by Don Pluemer and a second by Ryan Pilling for approval of agenda.  Motion passed 
Motion by Shawn Merkle with a second by Pat Raimer to Open meeting to public comments: Patrick Gehl from Pattern Energy introduced himself and their company.  It was discussed that the village has submitted a request for crosswalks for Hwy 18 by Sheddy’s and Rural Route 1 Popcorn along with solar speed limit signs.  A request was also made for security cameras, solar generator for the community building as well as a donation for the pool.
Maintenance report. Public workers director-Todd Griffiths reported that sludge was hauled and we had more solid this year.   They have been busy vacuuming leaves.  Filled the pool for the winter, but left some room for rain.   The salt and chip mix was delivered and thanks to Rod Sanders they are pushed up.  Rod also mowed Oak St bank.   GPro has installed the meter by 611 Madison Street with a new hydrant.   A chemical pump was borrowed from Livingston to get CI2 in system.  That seemed to fix the problem.   There is a leak in the village and even with WRWA help they have not located the leak.
Police Officer Report: On file   
Fire Dept Report:  Filling station was installed.  Truck 2 is still down. As of to date, there is no billable calls.   
 New Business
 
Julie Pluemer from Honkamp presented the options the village has for services in 2024.  Honkamp is no longer going to do payroll after the first of the year so they will be moving our payroll to the new firm.  It will be a change of company and we will have to pay payroll taxes every two weeks instead of the end of the month like we currently do.   The anticipated expense for this service is approximately $2000.  We have to move to QuickBooks online as they will no longer can buy the program and use for a number of years.   With this change, Honkamp offered three options for services (Essential, Impact and Premier).   With the reports we need to generate the Essential package would not be a good fit for the village and the Premier package has KPI and other accounting features that are not needed.   The Impact would be the best fit for the village, but we need to decide if we want monthly financial reports are $31320 per year or quarterly at $26620.   No action was taken.

Mitchell Edge presented documents with  state laws, PSC emails and GIS picture. He requested reimbursement for cost associated with hooking up water that was never hooked up.  When asked how much he wanted he didn’t have his bills. Clerk Kayla advised that if he contacted PSC no contact has been done with the village.  She will follow up with the PSC.   Pat Raimer made a motion to table the matter until next meeting when Mr. Edge can give a detailed bill for which he is asking for reimbursement.  Ryan Pilling offered a second.  Motion approved with all in favor.

The Gospel Hall requested a reduction in rates for their group as in the past the fee was $20 to use the community building for short meetings.   Shawn Merkle made a motion to allow them to use the community building for $20 per meeting.  Pat Raimer offered a second.  Roll call vote was taken:  Shawn-yes, Pat-yes, Chuck-no, Ryan-no, Jonathon-yes and Holly-yes.   Motion passed

Monfort Improvement Committee (MIC) members Michelle Winkers and Andrea Bomkamp presented their groups Asset Dissolution and Use of Income.   If they dissolve the money will be given to another organization the area preferably the village of Montfort.   For the lifeguard fund, they want that to go to the village for pool operation.   Andrea Bomkamp will go to the bank and take her name off the account turning it over to the village.  They asked for the plan for the pool as they have donors, but cannot move forward with plans for the pool without knowing the future.  They asked for a referendum in April, 2024.  They would get the information to make an April referendum (advisory/non-binding).   Pat Raimer made a motion to support the funding of the pool in 2025 with MIC if they can.  Jonathon offered a second.  Roll call vote was taken:  Shawn-yes, Pat-yes, Chuck-yes, Ryan-yes, Jonathon-yes and Holly-yes.   Motion passed

Pat Raimer made a motion to approve RESOLUTION 2023-04 to Adopt the 2024 Budget.  Ryan offered a second.  Roll call vote was taken:  Shawn-yes, Pat-yes, Chuck-yes, Ryan-yes, Jonathon-yes and Holly-yes.   Motion passed

Don Pluemer made a motion to approve the October 18th meeting with corrections, October 18, 24, 30 special meetings and November 2 special meeting.  Jonathon offered a second.  Vote take and motion passed.

Agenda did not have previous meeting actions/decision, but should have had Haase lot.  Clerk Kayla will add it to next month’s agenda.   

Librarian report on file.  
 
Clerk report  
 
Kayla reported Johnson Block came to help her review the property tax forms.  She will complete the after November 18th when the last forms are available.

Red Barn 4-h club would like our permission to spruce up the front of the building as they have an opportunity to apply for a grant.  It would be at no cost to the village.  Board advised to allow them to proceed.

Engagement letters were attached for Honkamp to provide financials.  Chuck will need to sign them so we can get final reports.

We will be decorating the front of the building.  An artificial tree has been donated.  It will be displayed on the balcony with other decorations.

W. Oak St applied for his building permit as all setbacks were meet after the survey.

Website has had 5768 page views with 524 users. 

Receivables amount due past 60 days = $60.61/ 90 days = $779.82  

Motion by Holly Witzig and a second by Shawn Merkle to approve General Bills, Water, & Sewer & Auto Pays as presented. Roll call vote was taken:  Shawn-yes, Pat-yes, Chuck-yes, Ryan-yes, Jonathon-yes and Holly-yes.   Motion passed
 
Motion by Donald Pluemer and a second by Pat Raimer to adjourn at 10:32 p.m. 
 
Minutes Posted on: 11-22-2023 – Village Website, Mills Market, Community Building, and 
Montfort Post Office. Kayla D. Spurley - Village Clerk/Treasurer 



